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May 2, 2017 
 
                                                      ) 
In the Matter Of                             ) 
                                                      ) 
Restoring Internet Freedom          )  WC Docket No. 17-108 
 

Written Ex Parte of the Benton Foundation 
 
 

On April 27, 2017, the Federal Communications Commission released a public draft 

of a Notice of Proposed Rulemaking (NPRM) concerning a free and open Internet. The 

Benton Foundation offers the following for the newly-opened WC Docket No. 17-108. 

Colin Gibbs, the Editor of FierceWireless, writes in the attached article, “the undoing 

of net neutrality rules would still give operators opportunities to leverage their own content, 

placing smaller digital media companies at a disadvantage. Verizon could enable faster 

speeds for users willing to endure AOL ads, for instance, or AT&T could do the same for 

mobile users of its DirecTV Now service.” 

As the Commission considers reclassifying broadband Internet access service and 

the 2015 Open Internet rules, it should consider the disadvantages changes to the rules 

could cause for smaller digital media companies. 

 

Sincerely, 

_____/s/_______             

Kevin Taglang 

Benton Foundation 

727 Chicago Ave. 

Evanston, IL 60202 
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